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Leader’s Guide
How to use OChoosingand Evaluating Bible Studies,Oby
SMALLGROUPS.coMm, in your regularly scheduled meetings.
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Welcome to SIALL GRouPscoM: Inspiring life-changing community. YouOve purchased an innovative resource that

will helpyou equipanddirectthe leadersof your small-groupsministry. The materialcomesfrom respected
thinkersandchurchleadersandhasbeenselectedy the editorsof LEADERSHIPResourcesit Christianity Today
International.

An OAssessmeRack(s a collectionof toolsthatcanbe usedindividually or with aleadershigeam.Eachtool
in this packethasbeendesignedo help evaluateBible studyandcurriculumoptionsfor churchesandsmallgroups.
Thesetools havebeensplit into two sections) Choosinga Bible studyand?2) EvaluatingBible studieson several
different factors.

Forexampleto getagoodsensef whatyour groupleadersarehopingto study,usethere-printablesurvey
calIedC)WhaShouIde StudyNext?dp. 5). To evaluatethe discussiomuestionswithin a studybeforeusingit,
checkout Terry PowellO®AssessinBible StudyQuestions©On pagesl0b11And SamOONeahaswritten two
post-studyevaluationgo help determinevhethera studywassuccessfulThe evaluationfor groupmemberss on
pagesl4bi15andthe onefor groupleadersn on pagesl6b17.

We hopeyou benefitfrom this resourceasyou selectandevaluateBible studiesfor your churchandsmallgroups.

Needmorematerial,or somethingon a specifictopic? Seeour websiteat www.SmallGroups.com

To contactthe editors:

E-mail SmallGroups@christianitytoday.com
Mail SmALL GRouPSscoM, ChristianityTodaylInternational
465 Gunderserrive, Carol Stream|]L 60188
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

What Makes a Good Bible Study?
The answer may not be what you think.
By JoHannah Reardon

Henry (not his realnametried really hard.He wantedto becomea regularBible studywriter, sohe sentmearather
impressivarZsumaf his theologicaltrainingandexperiencel happenedo needa writer atthatmoment,sol gave
him atrial assignment.

Whatl got backshoweda goodgraspof the subjectmatterandBible text thatit wasbasedon. He obviouslyknew
whathewastalking about.In fact, heknewmorethanthe averageBible-studymembemould be ableto decipher.
He wrotein theologicallanguagehatyou neededh PhDto understandHe alsohadno ideahow to put the subject
matterinto a form to discussHe wasateacherandwasusedto impartinginformation,not creatingconversation.

Thatexperiencevith Henry sumsup why it is sodifficult to find areally goodBible study.Everyonewantsthe
studyto increasdheir knowledge puttheyalsowantit to createa lively groupexperiencehatOapplicable Finding
all thosethingsin onestudycanbetricky. Solook for a studythatincludeseachof theseelements.

Increase Your Knowledge

Nothingis worsethananoverly simplistic Bible study.Whatmakesus wantto studythe Bible in thefirst placeis
its complexity. ThatdoesnQnheanitOdmpossibleto understandbut it doesmeanthatit shouldgetus beyond
surfacelevel. For example a studyon the Ten Commandmentshouldincludemorethana simplerecitationof all
tencommandmentdf we arestudyingthosecommandmentsye wantto understandvhattheyaretruly sayingand
how they applyto our lives today.Otherwisewe couldjust list themandbe donewith it.

But manyBible studiestodaydo the equivalentof just that. Theydirectusto a Bible text andthenaskusto parrot
backthe exactwordswritten there.This canbe usefulto setthe context,butit cannevermoveusbeyonda simple
observatiorto understandinghe meaningandapplyingit to our lives. And itOsanabsolutediscussiorkiller. All a
personcando is answeltthe questionrandmoveontothe nextone.Thereareno opinionsexpressear deeper
meanings gleaned.

Thenagain,we donOwantto fall into HenryOgroblemof makingthe text socomplicatedthatwe haveno idea
whatit is saying.

SowhatOshe answer.ook for a studythatis theologicallysoundbut not difficult to understandTry to find a
studythatincludessolid passagesf Scripture.lf the studyjustthrowsin aversehereandthereto supporta point,
youwonObe gettinginto the meatof the Word. Instead Jook for studiesthatput longerpassagesf Scriptureinto
context.If someongust usesa snippet,they may betrying to bendthe Scriptureto provetheir point, ratherthan
the otherway around.Soif the studyis talking aboutforgivenessit shouldusea sectionof Scripturewhere
forgivenesss thetopicNnot arandomversewheresomethings mentionedn passing.

Also look for a studythatis not afraidto admitthattherearethingswe arenQgureabout.It shouldlet readersknow
that,for someissuesthereis no definitive opinion andthatthe bestof Christiansdisagree.

Create a Lively Group Experience

Most Bible studiesarewritten for a groupexperienceAnd if itOgjoingto be a goodgroupexperienceit should
includegreatopen-endedjuestionghatrequirea thoughtfulanswer Avoid Bible studiesthatincludeonly yesor no
guestionspr onesthatsimply parrotbackthe informationin thetext. Instead the questionshouldrequirea
thoughtful answer.

For example for astudyonthe Trinity, if the questionsarealongtheline of, ODoyou believein atriune
God?ONthatequiresonly ayesor no answerandkills discussioninsteadt shouldasksomethingike, OWhat
differencedo you think it makesthatGodis triune?@r OHowwould you explainthe Trinity?O

If astudydoesaskayesor no questionjt shouldalwaysaskfor anexpansionFor a studyon forgivenessif a
questionasks,ODoyou strugglewith forgiveness?@henit shouldfollow it up with, OShargour story.(Knowing
thatcanhelpyou turn lessthanideal questionsnto onesthatwill createa bettergroupexperience.

A greatstudyshouldalsohaveengaginggexcellentwriting. In fact, Bible studiesshouldbe asengagingo readas
anyarticle or book. Herearesomeexamplesf greatwriting in a Bible study.|tOgrom a studycalledOPulling
Weeds in the Church YardO:
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES
Christianfaith hasbeenusedto justify actsasviolent asthe Crusades,
thelynching of blacksin America,andthe bombingof abortion
clinics. And maybenot asviolentNbut certainlyasviciousNcan be
therhetoricChristiansusein public political andmoral debates.
However faith requiresChristfollowersto put ourselvesinderthe
Word of God, notthe otherway around to fit our agendas.

DoesnGhatintrigueyou andmakeyou wantto know moreof whatthe studyis about?t certainlysetsthe stage
for alively discussionHereOanotherexamplefrom a studycalledOCan TrustMy Bible?O

TheBible is notanarbitrarycollectionof cute,nice,or evenwise
writings thatsimply amassedhemselvesogetherin somedustycorner
of aJewishrabbiOpersonalibrary; it is a setof literary creationsuilt
onthefoundationof God speakingvordsof covenantelationship.

Thatmakesme wantto know everythingl canaboutthe Bible andto know this God who wantsto havea
relationshipwith me.

Make Sure ItOsApplicable

Finally, makesurethe studyis practical. Remembethatthe point of all Bible studyshouldnot beto simply
impartknowledge It shouldproducechange The studyshouldpresenthe Word of God asthe living, activething
it is. It shouldhelpusto savorthe Word of God asa preciousmorselandallow it to askquestionf us, rather
thanwe simply askingquestion9of it.

Forexamplejf astudyapproacheshe story of therich, youngmanwhom Jesugells to sell all his possessionand
follow him, it shouldnQnakeup ananalyticalinterpretatiorto explainthis away. It shouldforce usto listento
Jesus@ordsasif theyaredirectedto usandconsidemwhatthatmeangor our lives. In otherwords,it shouldavoid
makingGodin our own imageandlet him makeusin his.

Look for a Bible studythatdigsinto the meaningof the text but alsoprovidesa way to applyit. We canstudythe
TenCommandmentantil weOveompletelydissectedhem,butif we donOfigure out how to obeythem,thatwill
bemeaninglessWe candebateall daywhatit meansto Ohonoyour fatherandmother,®ut unlesswe figure out
how to do that,itOsnot goingto do usany good. So keepin mind the highestform of knowledgeis wisdom.As
you arelooking at curriculum,decidewhetherit is merelyimpartinginformationor moving you beyondthatinto
wisdom.

Of course the bestBible studyin theworld canfall flat. SopraythatGodwill give you andyour groupathirst
thatis neverquenchedn a merehouraweek,butthateachpersorwill wantto know morebecaus¢heycanOget
enoughof it.

N JoHANNAH REARDON is managingeditor of www.ChristianBibleStudies.com
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

¥

What Should We Study Next?

Use a simple survey to answer what is often a complicated
guestion.

By Len Woods

Therearelots of waysto decidewhich Bible studyyour groupshouldtacklenext. But sometimeghe simplestway is best.
Usethe surveybelowto getafeel for whereyour groupmembersarestrugglingor arehungryto grow.

What | want to study next (checkthe five topics that interest you most):

I Handling finances I Whatit meango live for Christ
I The creation/evolution debate I The character of God
I Thebasicsof accountability I A crash course in church history
I How to pray I Winning the war with depression
I Dealingwith emotions(guilt, anger,shameegtc.) I Developinga life of integrity
I Building better friendships ! Learning to worship God
I Apologetics(toughquestionsaboutthe faith) I Tacklingsin
I Prophecy and the end times I Becoming a better parent
I How to have a quiet time/devotional life I Becoming a better wife/husband
I Outreach and evangelism I Dealing with grief/disappointment
I Building a stronger marriage ! Facing death
I Raising and disciplining children I Making animpacton my world
I Parenting adolescents ! Basic theology
I Addressing racism and discrimination I Thefruits of the Spirit
I Understanding world religions I Understanding GodOs global plan
I How to know GodOswill I Old Testament survey
I Recovering from divorce I New Testament survey
I Settinghealthyboundariesn relationships I Understanding (and using) my spiritual gifts
I Callingandcareer(beinga Christianin my job) I Becoming Omissional®
I Thelife of Christ ! Ethicalissuesof thecurrentculture
I Succes$n time management I Spiritualdisciplines
I Addressing gender issues ! Learningto studythe Bible for myself
I Holiday material(ChristmasEastergtc.) I TheChristianandthe arts
I Studyinga specificbookof the Bible: I How to do basicChristiancounseling
I other (specify)
© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 5
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

Next St

eps

Be realistic. Understandhatyou wpn()geta consensu$or justonetopic. InsteadyouOllikely uncovera
realhungerfor severatopics.ThatOa goodthing, becausét will helpyou makealonger-termschedule.
Takethetop threeor four subjectoneandtacklethemoneatatime.

Find material. Eachof thetopicsin the surveyabovecorresponds$o Bible studiesfeaturedon
www.SmallGroups.comAll you needto do is type the highest-rankingubjectdnto the searchbaron the
website.You canalsotalk with someonénowledgeabl@boutOinprintOstudymaterialson the market
(i.e. abookstoreowner,your churchlibrarian, your pastor,EducationDirector,or Small-GroupMinister).

Make a decision.You will discovera numberof downloadablestudyguidesand/orChristianbooks
dealingwith eachof the subjectsabove Borrow sampleqif you can)andtakethemto your nextsmall-
groupmeetingsothatmembersanandlook themover. At thatsamemeeting,decideasa groupwhich
directionyou will go for your nextstudy.

N LENWooDs Copyright©2003by the authorandChristianity TodayInternational Originally appeared on
SmallGroups.com

Discuss:

1.
2.

3.

Whattopicswould | like to addto this surveyWhattopicswould | takeaway?

Whatis the bestway to getthis feedbackrom your group?(Examplesnclude: Takegrouptime to fill out
the survey,sendit out by email, developatool usingyour churchOsebsite,andsoon.)

What will you do if there are no clear patterns in your group membersO responses?

© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 6
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

By Pat J. Sikora

Onemajorchallengefor manysmall-groupleaderss selectinganappropriatestudyguidefor their group.Sure,
therearea multitude of studyguideson the market,andmanychurcheswrite their own material.But if youOvéeen
aleaderfor very long, you know thatnot all studyguidesarecreatecequal.ln fact, somearedownrightawful.

Sohow do you makethe choice?How do you know if a studyguideis bothbiblically soundandrelevantto your
group?l alwaysstartwith the secondquestiorfirst. If it isnOtight for my group, it doesnGnatterto meif itOs

goodin general.

How to Select a Great Study Guide

An in-depth evaluation for choosing the best material.

Herearesomequestiongo askaboutany studyguideyou considerfor your churchor smallgroup:

Is the material relevant to my group? This study
guide is
great.

Pretty
good

Pretty
weak

This
study
guide is
awful.

The material is appropriate for my groupOs demographi |
(age,sex,marital statusandlife stage).

It is written at anintellectualandexperientialevel |
appropriate for my group. (If your group includes seeker
be particularlyalertto this.)

Thelengthis appropriatefor my group.(Numberof lessons |
as well as questions per chapter).

It addresseboththerealandfelt needsof my group. |

Thematerialbringsthetextto life throughpractical |
examples and meaningful application.

It will contributeto meaningfulspiritualandpersonal |
growthfor my group.

It will beinterestingto my group. |

Is the material biblically sound and theologically
accurate?

The materialusesgoodinductiveBible studytechniques. |

(InductiveBible studyis areasoningprocesghat
proceeddrom basicfactsto conclusionsThisis the
way peoplenormally solveproblemsandstudynew
ideas.Thealternativeis deductivereasoning which
beginswith a hypothesighatthe studentwantsto
prove.This canbedangerousn Bible study.)

This study
guide is
great.

Pretty
good

Pretty
weak

This
study
guide is
awful.

Uses the Ogrammatico-historicalO technique of hermeng I
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

Grammatico Helpsthereademunderstandhe simple,
direct,plain, ordinary,andliteral senseof the written
words, phrases, clauses, and sentences rather than
seeking OhiddenO or OsecretO knowledge. Word sty
or discussion®f the original languagesreanasset.

Historical. Includesinformationon andconsideration
of thetime andcircumstance# which theauthor
wrote,andthe specificmeaningof authorOsordsin
thathistoricalcontextandbackground.

Considerghe contextof therestof this biblical book,

all of Scripture,andthe canonof theologygenerally
accepted by the Christian church (rather than taking
verseor passageut of contextto provea point).

The material discusses or acknowledges the variety of
theological approaches to controversial passages (rather
dictatingone position).

It is consistentvith (or atleastnot against)the doctrinal
positionsof our churchor denomination.

If the studyguideis basedon a book otherthanthe Bible,
it is biblically basedandrequiressomeBible study.

The material offers good footnotes or endnotes and a
bibliography.

It is publishedby a known Christianpublisheror writer.

Is the material well-written?

Thematerialcreater maintainsinterest,holdingthe
attentionandcuriosity of the participant.

It offers accurate commentary on the biblical passages,
historicalcontext,andthemeof the study.

It asksthoughtfulquestionf the participantratherthan
providing easy answers.

The material uses a consistent format and flow from chd
to chapter.

This
This study study
guide is Pretty Pretty guide is
great. good weak awful.
It encouragesnthusiastiaiscussiorthroughaninteresting | ] | ]
variety of questions.
It avoidsa sing-songeeling by varyingthe typesof | ] | ]
guestionandcommentary.
Thematerialavoidswordinesslt is tightly written and ! ] 1 |
edited.
© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 8
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

The chapters are of a length that is manageable in one
sessionpr caneasilybedivided.

Thelayoutis attractiveandeasyto follow.

There is adequate room to write responses, notes, and |
requests.

Are the questions well-written?

The material offers a good balance of Objective (30D409
Interpretive (30D40%), and Application (30D40%)
guestions.

Objectivequestionseekinformationthatcontributeso
theflow andunderstandingf the study(ratherthan
randominformation). Objectivequestionsask,
OWhatoesthe text say?OThey usually havea
singleright answerthatis clearfrom the passage.

Interpretivequestions are creatively written and seek
informationthatwill contributeto aninterestingand
meaningful group discussion and a deeper understar
of the text. Interpretivequestionsask, OWhatdoes
the text mean?(hey may not havea single
right answerandrequiresomestudyskills.

Applicationquestionsarepertinentto my groupand
will resultin meaningful,measurablgrowth.
Application questionsask, OWhocares?@r
OWhat mustdo aboutit?OThe answermay be
implied from the text, but it requiresthe
participantto get personal.

The Application questions are scattered throughout the
studyratherthanbeingtackedon to the endof the chapter.

The material avoids questions that can be answered in ¢
word (especially OyesO or OnoO).

The questions (especially Objective questions) respect t
participantsO intelligence.

The questionandcommentarymovethe participantto
from onequestionor concepto the next. Transitionsare
clear and each question keeps the reader asking for mof

This
This study study
guide is Pretty Pretty guide is
great. good weak awful.
The questions will help the leader manage a targeted arf | ] | ]
effective discussion.
Is the LeaderOsGuide available and useful?
The LeaderOGuideis includedin the studyguideor readily | ] | ]
available at no additional charge.
It offershelpfor leadinga gooddiscussion. | ] | ]
It provides answers or direction for Interpretive and ! ] 1 ]
Application auestions
© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 9
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

Application questions.

It providesadditionalquestionor directionsfor discussion | ] | ]
beyondthosein the participantmanual.

It provides resources and help for further study. | ] | ]

Pat J. Sikorais founderand Presidentof Mighty Oak Ministries and author of Why DidnOt You Warn Me?

AdNLS 3791g VY 9NISOOH)

N PaT J. SKORA; © 2009by Christianity Today Internationaland Mighty Oak Ministries.

Discuss
1. Which of the categoriesaboveis mostimportantfor the studymaterialin our churchandsmallgroups?
2. What level of study guides does our church expect? (Is Opretty goodO acceptable, or will our church hold
out for material that is OgreatO?)
3. How importantis it to methatstudieshavea LeaderOSuide?

© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 10
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

By Dan Lentz

Finding a Full-Bodied Bible Study

Not all curricula are designed with group dynamics in mind.

A goodsmallgroupagendawill includethefive WOsWelcome Worship,Word, Witness,andWorks. Thesefive
areasallow groupmemberdo relateto Jesusandeachotherastheyapplythe Word of Godto their lives, while also
beingchallengedandheldaccountabléo serveandshareJesuswith their friends.Usethefollowing evaluatiornto
determinewhethera studyguideis full-bodied or will needsomeadditionalwork.

Doesyour studyguideincludethesecomponents?You shouldnot expectall of theseitemsto be presenkeach
week,but youwill wantto includeall of themin your groupoverthelife of the study.)

Components of a Small-Group Study Guide

WelcomeNRelationship  building

An icebreaker activity or open icebreaker question for each sessic
A recommendation for snacks or meals

WorshipNOpening ourselves to God.

A worshipreadingactivity, or songsuggestiorfor eachsession

Time setasidefor groupmembergo sharewhatGodis doingin their
lives

Time set aside to share and pray for pressing concerns
WordNHearing from God and responding in obedience

Studymaterialthat hasits foundationin Scripture(includingthe
reading of actual verses)

Three or four open-ended questions per session that encourage
application and transparent sharing (if the questions are good an¢
relevantyouwill notneedmorethanthreeor four)

Learning activities or creative ideas that help people connect
emotionallywith thetext (andhelpengagenorethanonelearning

style)

WorksNServing others

Applicationquestionghatspecificallyaddres$ow individualscan
take action to make a difference in someoneOs life

© 2009 Christianity Today Intl
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

tweaking. on my
own.

A service idea or project that the group can do together | ] |

Time set aside to share how group members have served (and b | ] |
served) recently, and what was learned

WitnessNSharing our life and story with others

A questionor promptthathelpsgroupmembergemainawareof lost | ] |
andhurtingpeoplein the broademworld

Time setasideto pray specificallyfor thosein the groupOsphereof | ] |
influence that need Jesus

N DAN LENTZ; copyright© 2009by the authorandChristianity Today International.

Discuss
1. If ourstudyguidedoesnotincludemanyof thesecomponentsgcanwe developmissingpieceson our own
or do we need to find supplemental resources?
2. If we donOt have time to cover all 5 WOs each time we meet, then how can we keep a balance over the
courseof multiple groupmeetings?
3. If we canonly doaportion of theactivitiesor questionsuggestedh the studyguide,which questions
would providethe mostimpactfor our group?

© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 12
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

Assessing Bible-Study Questions
Make sure the core element of any study guide is solid.
By Terry Powell

EducationprofessoMaryellenWeimerhadthe following to sayaboutaskinggoodquestionsOQuestioningray be
the mostcommon widely used,anduniversallyacceptednstructionstrategy And thereinlies the problem.lt is
muchtoo takenfor grantedandtoo muchusedwithout insightor consciousawarenessSomewaysof using
questionsaremoreeffectivethanothers.(hisis especiallytrue whenit comesto smallgroups.

You donOheeda seminarydegreeto be anexcellentdiscussioreader butit is vital thatyou haveeffectiveBible-
studyquestiondo work with. Usethe criteriathatfollow to evaluatethe questionsyou find in studyguidesand
small-group curriculum.

Good Questions Are Clear

Plain,easy-to-grasfanguages thefirst featureof questionghatpry openthe humanmind. As you reviewa
potentialBible study,inspectquestionsor ambiguity.Recitethemaloud. Testthemon your spouseor friend to
seeif theintentis clear.

1. Does this study use clear language for its questions?

Very unclear Very clear

[1 2 3 4 5

As you evaluatethe study,be on the lookoutfor thefollowing foesof clarity:

OWhataboutEO questions. Startinga Bible studyquestionsvith OWhatboutEOalwaysdropsa dark veil
overgroupmembers@inking. Whenparticipantshearsucha question they shrugtheir shouldersandthink, OWell,
what about it?0

2. Does this study use “what about...” questions?

Several None

Long-winded questions. Questionghataretoo long areanothememesisof clarity. HereOanexampleof a
long-windedquestion:OLookingat the devil in actiontemptingJesusn the wildernesswhatspecificqualitiesand
strategies of spiritual warfare does he demonstrate that he will also use against us?0

3. Does this study use long-winded questions?

Several None

Compound questions. Make surethe studyguidedoesnotwantyouto fling back-to-baclquestionsat your
groupwithout waiting for a reply to thefirst one.Onequestionat atime! Eithertheywill be confusedaboutwhich
guestionto answeiffirst, or theywill forgetthe first questionby thetime you finish the secondone.

4. Does this study use compound questions?

© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 13
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES
Several None

[1 2 3 4 5

Good Questions Are Accurate

What group members conclude about a Bible passage should match its God-intended meaning. IOve encounter
three adversaries to accuracy that can crop up in the wording of questions.

Speculative questions. Thesequestionsseekinformationnot disclosedn a Bible text, andseekto satisfya
curiosity abouta fact that Godfigured we didnOnheedto know. They promoteconjectureaboutthe Bible ratherthan
investigationandanalysis HereOan example:Olf Jesusadlistenedto Satanandjumpedoff the pinnacleof the
temple whatdo you think would havehappened?0

Adnis Eg_ﬂlﬂ VY ONILVNIVAZ

5. Does this study use speculative questions?

Several None

Irrelevant questions. Thistypeofqugstion()major@n minors.Qt dissectsaword, phrasepr namein averse

without consideration of the passageOs larger context or governing theme. Or it focuses on irrelevant details that are
insignificantto the primarytruthsin the text. For example:OJesuastedfor forty daysandnights.Whataresome

other occasions in the Bible when forty days are mentioned?0

6. Does this study use irrelevant questions?

Several None

Subjective questions. Unintentionally,someleadergransferthe authorityfrom GodOWorq to groupmembers
by instructingthemto look inwardfor meaningratherthaninvestigatingthe text. For example:XOWhatioesverse
11 meanto you?0O

7. Does this study use subjective questions?

Several None

8. Does this study use accurate questions?

Few questions are accurate Most questions are accurate

[1 2 3 4 5

Good Questions Are Thought-Provoking

Your groupmembers@®nthusiasmiuring a discussiorwill dependon questionghatstimulatethought.As you
evaluatepotentialBible studies be awareof the following kinds of questionghatdrenchmotivation.

Yes/no questions. Ypuf)l[\/van}to avoid questionghatbeginwith Do, Did, Was,Were, Is, AreNanything that
calls for a mere OyesO or OnoO response.

9. Does this study use yes/no questions?
© 2009 Christianity Today Intl page 14
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES
Several None

[1 2 3 4 5

Obvious questions. Anotherway to dousethefire of your groupOenthusiasnis to askquestionghatsearchor
obviousinformation.Who wantsto respondvhenthe answetis clearto everyone?

10. Does this study use questions with obvious answers?

Several None

11. Does this study use thought-provoking questions?

Few questions are thought-provoking Most questions are thought-provoking

[1 2 3 4 G|

Finishing Your Evaluation

Add up the numbersyou havecircledfor eachquestion.This evaluationincludesl1 questionson a scaleof 1 to 5.
Thatmeansyou canusethefollowing scaleto gradeeachBible studyyou consider:

1122 = Poor. Thequestionsn this studyarebelowaverageandwould needalmosttotal re-writing in order
to makethe studywork.

23Db36 = Average. Thequestionsn this studyareserviceablebut still havea lot of improvementYou
would needto do significantre-writing in orderto makethis studywork.

37D45= Above average. Thequestiondn this studywill benefityour groupmembersandcontributeto a
healthydiscussiorwith only afew tweaks.

46D55 = Excellent. This studyhasbeenexpertlypreparedvith a greatselectionof discussiomuestions.

N TERRY POWELL is a professomat ColumbialnternationalUniversity andauthorof Now ThatOs Good Question!
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

r Post-Study Evaluation: Group

Member

Let your group tell you whether or not the recent study was a
success.

By Sam OONeal

Pleasgakea momentto evaluateour recentBible studyby answeringhefollowing questions:
The Main Topic

1. Before you began the study, how interested were you in the main topic it covered?

Not interested Very interested

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

2. After completing the study, has your interest in that topic increased or decreased?

Decreased significantly Increased significantly

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

3. To what degree does the main topic of the Bible study connect with your life?

Does not connect Connects Deeply

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

The Material

4. Did you find the Bible-study material to be clear and easy to understand?

Not clear Very clear

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

5. Was the study material effective in holding your interest—both during a group meeting and from week to
week?

| was bored | was very interested

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

6. Was your group able to think deeply about the topics being discussed?

The discussions were shallow The discussions were deep
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
7. Has your knowledge and understanding increased as a result of this study?

| learned very little | learned a lot

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
Growth
8. To what degree did the weekly study material intersect with your attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors?

No connection Significant connection

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
9. To what degree have your attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors changed as a result of this study?

No change Significant change

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
10. Would you recommend this study to a friend as a method of spiritual growth?

Definitely not Definitely

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
Total Score:
N Sam OOMAL is managingeditor of www.SmallGroups.com
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES

Post-Study Evaluation: Group

Leader

Take a moment to assess the effectiveness of your recent study
material.

By Sam OONeal

Pleasdakea momentto evaluateyour most-recenBible studyandits affecton your smallgroup:

StudyName:
Publisher:;

The Main Topic

1. Before you began the study, how much excitement did it generate within the group?

Not excited Very excited

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

2. Did the group’s excitement for the study topic increase or decrease over the course of the study?

Decreased significantly Increased significantly

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
The Material
3. Was the Bible-study material clear and easy to understand?

Not clear Very clear

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
4. Were you able to use the discussion questions included with the material, or did you have to write your
own?

The questions were not useful The questions were very useful

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

5. Did the study material hold the interest of your group members—both during a each meeting and from
week to week?

They were bored They were engaged
(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
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6. Did the weekly discussions stay on the surface of the issues being covered, or did group members go deeper?

The discussions were shallow The discussions were deep

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

7. Did your group members’ knowledge and understanding increase as a result of this study?

They learned very little They learned a lot

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

Growth

8. To what degree did the weekly study material intersect with the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of your
group members?

No connection Significant connection

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

9. To what degree have your group members changed their attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors as a result of this
study?

No change Significant change

(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |

10. Would you recommend this study to a fellow small-group leader as a tool for spiritual growth?

Definitely not Definitely
(1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 |
Total Score:
N Sam OOMAL is managingeditor of www.SmallGroups.com
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Evaluating Group Discussions

How well do you practice these principles of small-group
discussions?

By JoHannah Reardon

Thefirst small-groupdiscussion led took approximatelyl5 minutes.No onehadexplainedto me howto geta
discussiorgoing.Insteadl washanded list of questionsand Scripturego look up. My goalwasto getthroughall
of it asquickly aspossiblesothatwe could haveour snacksandgo home.

SincethenlOvdearneda few principlesabouthow to leada gooddiscussionseverabf which arelisted below. Use
this assessmernb geta senseof your strengthsandweaknesseasa discussiorieader.

Good Questions Trump Information Strongly Strongly

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree

| use open-ended questions that require more than a Oyes or noO ai | | | ]
| almostneveranswemy own question. ] | | ]
| donOassumethatmy interpretatiorof atextis the correctone. ] ! | ]

| usuallywait until the endof a discussiorto offer my opinion. ] | | ]

Restate a Question that DoesnOtWork at First

Whenl aska question] allow enoughtime for the groupto procesgheir ] | | ]
answers and speak.

| donOskip a questiorwhenit doesnGteemto be working. I I I I

If aquestionisnOgeneratingliscussion] canrestatst to helpthegroup ] | | ]
try again.

Communicate Love, Not Judgment

| nevermakelight of or ridicule agroupmemberCanswerto a question. ] | | ]

Whena groupmemberoffersanopinionthatis anobviousheresy | ] | | ]
donOavoidtheissue.

| feel confidentin my ability to bring doctrinaldiscussiondackto the ] | | ]
root of Scripture.

When encountering a heretical or disruptive group member, | offerto 1 | | ]
continuethe conversatiorater sothatthe groupis not derailed.

Keep the Discussion on Track Strongly Strongly

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
| understandhefine line betweenrallowing discussiorto flow and ] ! | ]
deaeneratina into tanaents or useless banter.
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CHOOSING AND EVALUATING BIBLE STUDIES
degenerating into tangents or useless banter.

Whenl identify a statemenbr opinionthatis off the subject,| amable ] | | ]
to steerthediscussiorbackon track.

| batheour groupOdiscussiortimesin alot of prayer. ] 1 | ]

N JoHANNAH REARDON; copyright2006by BuildingSmallGroups.com/Christianifjoday International.

Discuss:
1. Whatkind of feedbacktells methata discussioris goingwell?
2. How muchsilenceam| comfortablewith in a groupdiscussion™Mow muchshouldl be comfortablewith?
3. Which of thediscussiorprinciplesabovedo you needto learnmoreaboutVhich do you practicewell?
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Is Our Strategy Working?
How well are your curriculum choices working over time?
By Dan Lentz

AdNLS 3791g V ONILYVNTVAZ

Oneof the dangersof small-groupministry occurswhena groupbeginsto identify Ofinishing@urriculumasits
primary focusNwhen we value the idea of what is being studied over whether or not life-change has actually
occurred An antidoteto this methodof thinking is the Ooneanother@ommandsn Scripture. Thesearecommands
spreadhroughouthe New Testamenthatdescribehow Christ-followersshouldrelateto oneanotherandtheygive
small groups a benchmark for evaluating whether their community experiences are actually transforming people into
maturedisciplesof Christ.

So,looking backoveryour groupOeecentexperiencewith differentBible studies answerthesequestiongo help
determinewhetherthe curriculumyou havechoseris really doingits job..

Definitely Probably Probably Definitely
not not

Is our group finding a good balance between learning, ] | ! ]
service poutreachworship,fun, fellowship,andrest?

Are we finding healthy balances between life stories and ] | ] ]
Bible truth?

Are we finding healthy balances between care and ] | ] ]
discipleship?

Are we finding healthy balances between kindness and ] | ! ]
confrontation?

Are we finding healthy balances between openness and ] | | ]
intimacy?

Are we encouraging one another daily? ] | ] ]
Are we admonishing one another? ] | | ]
Are we emphasizing forgiveness over grumbling? ] | 1 ]
Are we serving one another in love? ] | ] ]

Are we bearing each otherOs burdens in a real and practic ] | | ]

way?

Are we beingpatient,bearingwith oneanotherin love? ] | ] ]

Are we forgiving oneanotherandconfessingur sinsto one ] | ] ]
another?

Are we praying for one another daily? ] | ] ]

N DAN LENTZ, copyright2007 by the authorandChristianity Today International Originally appearen
Smallgroups.com
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Discuss:
1. Haveour Bible-studychoiceshelpedgroupmembergrow spiritually in recentmonths?
2. If ourcurrentBible studyis not supportingthe missionof makingdiscipleswithin our group,arewe
willing to stopin orderto moveon with our missionWhat stepswould we needto take?
3. Aswe selectour nextBible study,whatOonenother@houldwe consideremphasizinghatcurrentlyneeds
support?
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