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Small Group Sudy

Our Misson G

To build a Christian ommunity by making fuly devoted disciples
of nonlreligious and nominally religious people

Discussion

|ce Brealers

Use ONE of the questions b help
people open up anda focus your
meeting. It is very helpful to go
around in a circle with the leader

SCI’ith re going &rst. 'Remember if you
_ _ have nev members or guests you
Have a voluneer read the folowing scripture: should tale time to introduce

everyone.(
M atthe w 6:19!21, 24, 33 "NL T#:

19 'Don"t store up treasures here ontergimoths eat them aset r 1. Who is the most sucessful
destray them, and where thieves break in an@@tBak pur treasures i$ person you$vever personaly
heaven, where moths arsl annot destrpgind thieves do not break in ancknown? What made them
steal 20Wherever gur treasure, ithere the desiresonfrjneart wi% also&e sucessful?

24 'No oneam sere two masterBor yYou wi% dite one and love the otler; y 2 - i
’ . If you won thirty million
'i% be devoted to one and despise th&@mitemnot see both God and J v

dollars in the lottery, what would
moneyg

you do with it?

33 18ek the Kingdom of God above agtndlfee righteoushnd he wi%

give pu everthing wu need.& 3. If you had a &re in your house

and everyone 'including pets( vere
already out and d&, what three
things would you pul out of the

QueStionS burning house?

Please feel free to adjust this study to fit your greme®ds and to listen
to the direction of the Holy Spirit. It is not necessary to use all of the questions.

1 Treasures are simpl things we value, and therefore wantat have. If earthly treasures are our priority; if

money possessions, and status get most of ourettion ! Jesus says, @bve got a big probleniThe treasures
of this earth do not last; they are subjectad things like moths, wst, or theft. The things of this eath have
no permanene; no durability ... and w cannot tale them with us. Therefore it makes no senseda devote
our whole heat and life to something that wil soon be gone.

The better way of life is ! b store up for ourselves tresures in hegen. That means, investing our time,
energy and money in something that willast. Our main @ncern should be the heaenly treasures which are
not subject to decayand cannot be stlen.
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Thieves can break in and stl your elevision, your @mputer, and your credit cards, but they cannot tak
away your charadr; they cannot remae the love of Christ from your heat; they cannot take you & a
hostage out of the Kingdom of God!

These things that we work so hard for nezer meet our real needs; there is always something missing.

Has this ever happened o you? Have you &er gotten something you$ve been stiiag and dt erward it lost
its luster and its appeal?ell us about it.

2 .Two contrasting stories...

In 1988 Christina Onassis |, the daugher of the billionaire Aristotle
Onassis, died at the youngge of thirty! seven due b a pulmonay edema.
Experts say that her premature death wacaused byanstant drug abuse
and dramatic changes in gight. People majazine carried the omment
of her steplsister Henrietta Gelber. She said of Christina, "She vgaone of
those people who wuld never be happy She vould beame impatient.

It had al come too essily ! al the money houses dlover the world, few
real responsibilities. She ladd a sense of achiement. What she was
striving for was virtually impossible in her situation. She had housed al
over the world, but she never realy had a home.#

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, wa used by God in l
a mighty revival that changed dlof Europe. Wesley travelled constantly,
generaly on horseback, preaching tevor three times a day He formed
societies, opened chapels, examined anghemissioned preachers,
administered aid charities, prescribed for the sick, superiahded schools
and orphanayes, reeived at leat )20,000 for his publications, but used little
of it for himself. His charities were limited only by his means. ld¢ died poor
He rose at four in the moning, lived simply and methodicaly, and wa never
idle if he could help it. He continually gare what he eamed to the Lord$
work. Perhaps this is why God used him in such a pewul way  expand
the Kingdom of God.

What are your thoughts & you hear about these tarpeople? Do you see yourself in either of them?ol¥
can we be more like Wesley?

3.A tishirt reads: "F they don$ have chowolate in heasen, | air going!# This illustrates, in a humorous way
what Esus is talking about in verse 21 ! that whichevireasure ha great pover over us.

It may be a ertain kind of misbehavior that we treasure. t may be our career that w treasure; a hobby; a
person; a plae or thing. That which we treasure ha great pover over us; it draws us lik a manet; it
exercises a tremendous grip and in*ueeover us.

Someone one found the folowing inscribed on a bmbstone:

IWhat | spentl lostWhat | saved, | le(What | cave | have&
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Verse 21 gain readdFor wheregur treasure, iere qur heart wi% be ats@here is your heat? What do you
treasure? Could God be chhg you to change any of those things?

11

God bless,

Roger Sodsod

Sma% GroumBtor

email: rsodsod@vineyardkcntr.com
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