VINEYARD CHURCH$ SEPTEMBER 19 & 20, 2009

Small Group Study

Our Vision

To know God and enjoy Him forever.

Our Mission
To build a Christian community by making fully devoted
disciples of nonlreligious and nominally religious people

Discussion
Freedom in Christ:

A Different Gospel

Ice Breaker

Scripture Use ONE of the questions to help people

open up and to focus your meeting. It is
very helpful to go around in a circle with
. the leader going first. "Remember if you
Introduction have new members or guests you should

take time to introduce everyone #

Have volunteers read the following scripture: Galatians 1

Galatians is a powerful polemic against the Judaizers who were try!
ing to draw the churches of Galatia away from salvation by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ alone. This letter was "the battle cry of

the Reformation" under Martin Luther. He claimed it as the best of X. Who are 2 or 3 people who have been

all the books of the Bible. This letter assaults the bondage of legal! the most influential in your life?
ism more directly than any other book in the Bible. It has been
called the "Magna Carta of Christian Liberty." 2. What was one book you had to read

. i in school? Did you enjoy it?
AUTHOR: Paul the apostle is clearly stated as the author in the

very first verse of the letter "1:1; §:2#. ) )
3. Who was your favorite teacher in

OCCASION: Word had reached Paul that the Galatian Christians school?
were falling away from the true Gospel of grace which he had
preached, and were turning to a legalistic system of merit salvation
"1:6!9#. He wrote to correct this error which was introduced by false
teachers.

PURPOSE: Paul wrote to correct two errors: Do you have to become a Jew before you can be saved? The second er!
ror was, "If Christ has set us free, then we can live as we please!" "cf. 5:1, 13#. He demonstrates clearly the only way sinful
man can stand before a holy God is by God’s grace made available through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We are saved by grace through faith in Christ alone, and we are also sanctified by grace through faith "3:3%. The Judaiz
ers taught that works were necessary for salvation and sanctification. It was a religion based on legalism. Someone said,
"Judaism was the cradle of Christianity and very nearly its grave."

Galatians answers clearly the question posed in Acts 16:31, "What must I do to be saved?" Are we saved by believing or
achieving? Paul declared, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved." Because Christ has done it all, there remains
nothing for us to do except believe in His finished work, and receive the free gift of eternal life. He gives evidence to
that declaration in Galatians. We are free of the law. Not only is the Christian saved by grace through faith, but the
saved sinner livesby grace through faith. "Grace is the way to life and the way of life."
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THEME: Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. Salvation by grace sets us free to live the Christian
life by daily yielding to the Holy Spirit. Galatians is the Christian’s declaration of freedom.

Questions

I. Look at verses 6 to 9 again. What is Paul so fired up about?
2. What is needed for participation in God’s family?

3. Fred mentioned some of the signs of a disoriented heart and a di%erent gospel. They are the following:

$ 1. Our heart is not pursuing love of God and others and the world.
2. We get angry when things don’t go well.

3. We treat others as outsiders and require them to earn status.

4. We can’t forgive others.

5. We do good things with the wrong motive.

B P B

‘Which of these can you relate most to? Which of these do you feel you’re doing well with?

4. Often we expect grace and deliver judgment. How can we better give that which we want to receive?

5 . In these opening verses in the beginning of Galatians, we read about how the Galatian Christians had been influ!

enced by the Judaizers. At issue here is the gospel "“good news”# of Christ. Paul taught that the good news regarding
Christ was that through Christ’s death he secured for us a right standing with God based on faith alone. After Paul
left, other people began to gain influence and were teaching the Galatians that one could only have a right standing
with God if one believed in Christ and that person was circumcised, a cultural symbol of Judaism that God had given to
Abraham in Genesis 17:10!14. These people questioned Paul’s authority and authenticity as an apostle, believing he had
watered down the gospel to make it more popular with those who did not have a Jewish background. Paul’s response
was that it was they who were perverting Christ’s gospel by adding on nonlessential rules as requirements for one to be
justified before God. This was a big issue in early Christianity, especially as the gospel spread to the Gentiles. The
primarily Jewish church wrestled with this issue at the Jerusalem Council "Acts 15%# where Paul vehemently argued for
circumcision not to be a requirement for salvation, and the early church agreed.

Have you ever struggled with the idea that faith in Christ alone was enough? Have you ever felt that you somehow had
to “earn” your way into God’s good graces?

6 . Traditionally, many churches have identified certain activities that earmark those who are unsaved "e.g. smoking,

drinking, dancing, swearing, tattoos, etc.# and certain activities that earmark those who are saved "e.g. not doing the
aforementioned things#. If we are justified before God through faith in Jesus Christ alone, and if we are sanctified
"made more holy!!more like Jesus# through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit over a lifetime as a christian, how
does this fly in the face of the traditional church!mindset? And where does grace fit in?

God bless,

Roger Sodsod

Smal! Group Pastor

email: rsodsod@vineyardkcnorth.com
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